First Reading Isaiah 63:16-17, 64:1, 3-8
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah
You, Lord, yourself are our Father, Our Redeemer is your ancient Name. Why,
Lord, leave us to stray from your ways and harden our hearts against fearing you?
Return, for the sake of your servants, the tribes of your inheritance. Oh, that you
would tear the heavens open and come down – at your Presence the mountains
would melt. No ear has heard, no eye has seen any god but you act like this for
those who trust him. You guide those who act with integrity and keep your ways in
mind. You were angry when we were sinners; we had long been rebels against
you. We were all like men unclean, all that integrity of ours like filthy clothing. We
have all withered like leaves and our sins blew us away like the wind. No one
invoked your name or roused himself to catch hold of you. For you hid your face
from us and gave us up to the power of our sins. And yet, Lord, you are our
Father; we are the clay, you are the potter, we are all the work of your hand.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 79:2-3,15-16. 18-19.
God of hosts, bring us back; let your face shine on us and we shall be saved.
O shepherd of Israel, hear us,
Shine forth from your cherubim throne.
O Lord, rouse up your might,
O Lord, come to our help.
God of hosts, turn again, we implore,
Look down from heaven and see.
Visit this vine and protect it,
The vine your right hand has planted.
May your hand be on the man you have chosen,
the man you have given your strength.
And we shall never forsake you again:
give us life that we may call upon your name.
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
A Reading from the first Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians
May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace. I never
stop thanking God for all the graces you have received through Jesus Christ. I
thank him that you have been enriched in so many ways, especially in your
teachers and preachers; the witness to Christ has indeed been strong among you
so that you will not be without any of the gifts of the Spirit while you are waiting for
our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed; and he will keep you steady and without
blame until the last day, the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, because God by calling
you has joined you to his Son, Jesus Christ; and God is faithful.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia, Alleluia
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and give us your saving help.
Alleluia.
Gospel

Mark 13:33-37

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
A Reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Be on your guard, stay awake,
because you never know when the time will come. It is like a man
travelling abroad: he has gone from home, and left his servants in
charge, each with his own task: and he has told the doorkeeper to
stay awake. So stay awake, because you do not know when the
master of the house is coming, evening, midnight, cockcrow, dawn;
if he comes unexpectedly, he must not find you asleep. And what I
say to you I say to all: Stay awake!’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS – FOURTH
WORLD DAY OF THE POOR
“Stretch forth your hand to the poor” (Sir 7:32)
Pope Francis message cont.
4. Encountering the poor and those in need constantly challenges us and
forces us to think. How can we help to eliminate or at least alleviate their
marginalization and suffering? How can we help them in their spiritual
need? The Christian community is called to be involved in this kind of
sharing and to recognise that it cannot be delegated to others. In order to
help the poor, we ourselves need to live the experience of evangelical
poverty. We cannot feel ‘alright’ when any member of the human family
is left behind and in the shadows. The silent cry of so many poor men,
women and children should find the people of God in the forefront,
always and everywhere, in efforts to give them a voice, to protect and
support them in the face of hypocrisy and so many unfulfilled promises,
and to invite them to share in the life of the community.
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dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, today, we begin our preparations to
celebrate, once again, the story that marks the beginning of our salvation. At
Christmas, we recall and give thanks for that moment in history when our God
stooped down to meet us in the guise of a vulnerable child. In his Christmas Novena,
St Alphonsus describes this moment in these words: Behold, then, the immensity
becomes an infant, whom the heavens cannot contain: see him imprisoned in his poor
rages and laid in a narrow manger on a bundle of straw which was once his only bed
and pillow. On Christmas eve 1223, Francis of Assisi was determined to give the
people of his town an experience of the first Christmas. So, he assembled a cast off
people and animals and arranged them in a cave in the small Italian town of greccio.
From that day, the crib has been at the heart of the liturgical and devotion life of
Christian families at Christmas time. Children love to retell the story for us. In our
churches and homes, the figures of the Holy family, the shepherds, the Magi and the
animals tell the story in picture and colour for all to see. This Christmas, as always,
the crib will be placed in a prominent place in our churches. In previous years, it has
provided a special focus for our prayer. As individuals and families, we have
gathered before the child in the crib and lingered awhile in prayer; perhaps to take a
moment to give thanks for graces and blessings received or maybe to petition the
infant before us on behalf of the family, of the church, of the world. This Christmas,
when you come to celebrate Mass and visit the crib, covid-19 restrictions will mean it
is not possible to linger before the crib as in previous years. This Christmas then,
perhaps, we are being asked to do something different, namely, to find a special place
for the crib in our homes along with all the decorations, lights and tree. This year, it
is in the home that we are invited to find the time and space as family and friends. This
year, it is in the home that we are invited to pray in thanksgiving for faith, family and
friends. This year, it is in the home that we are invited to linger before the holy family
with the prayers and petitions that are urgently on our minds and in our hearts in a
wave of prayer and supplication. This year is a moment for us to create in our homes a
little church of the nativity. We are not quite sure yet what Christmas will look like
this year, but we do know that it is likely that it will be like no other in living memory.
However, there is no reason why it cannot be better than any other in living memory,
if our minds and hearts are fixed on the child “laid in a narrow manger on a bundle of
straw” and the truth, he reveals to us: our god Emmanuel. Our God has been with us in
the darkest days of 2020 and now His light is being brought to bear on us as we look
to 2021. With my prayers for a blessed advent and Christmastide and good health in
2021.
Yours sincerely in Christ, the redeemer,
Bishop Ralph.
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